
Stewardship is what we do to act out our faith and 
the blessings God gave us.  The stewardship 
committee started thinking about what to call this 
series and the Holy Spirit certainly gave us 
inspiration to come up with a name and even a 
symbol to go along with Growing Stewards.  We 
started thinking of the pieces of our faith that are 
needed to act on our faith - both as individuals and 
as a congregation.  The plant or flower became that 
symbol for the series.  The basic parts of the flower 
are the flower or fruit itself.  The stem and the root. 



We call this series - Pray.  Serve.  Share.
The outward profession of ones faith or the “Share” 
part is the flower - that is the beautiful part of the 
plant that is most often shared with others - that is 
the end product of our growth as stewards for God.  
It’s what we give back to God of ourselves, our time 
and our possessions.  Before we can get to the 
point of sharing, however, we need to look at the 
things that support sharing.  

For a plant or flower, that support is the stem.



The part of the plant that serves the flower or holds 
it up is the stem - that part of the plant is doing the 
work - that is service, or what God calls us to do to -
the action we take prior to getting to place of sharing 
willfully and graciously.

The last part of the flower or should I say the first 
step really which is the source of the growth, where 
it gets it’s nutrients is, of course the root of the plant.  
Where do we as Christians find out what actions we 
are called to take and what God wants us to share? 
What is the beginning or source of our growth?  



The roots.  Try as I might, there is not an attractive 
picture of the roots of a flower.  Simply put, it’s a 
clumpy, dirty, twisted mess.  I thought, why can’t I 
talk about the pretty flower or the strong stem 
instead of this crazy looking root?  As the holy spirit 
has a way of doing, this started to strike me as an 
all-important aspect of Faith and Prayer.  The root of 
it all and where we receive our call to do God’s will 
is through prayer - prayer which is the gift we 
receive from God to be able to commune with him 
whenever we call out. Sounds simple, right?   but 
it’s not always that simple and prayer is something 
that many of us grapple and struggle with.   



I kept looking at various images of the roots of the 
plant and the Holy Spirit revealed something 
amazing and important.  (slide) I started to see the 
roots as a thing of beauty after all.



Are the roots Complicated even confusing 
sometime?  Yes.   They aren’t uniform and are so 
twisted around they seem to almost make no sense 
at all.  Are roots, even if the same variety of flower 
the exact same?  No.  Sounds like the similar traits 
of our prayer life, right?  Sometimes long and 
winding, some short little offshoots of something 
bigger, sometimes under the cover of the ground 
and forgotten.  Complex and even full of ugliness or 
dirt sometimes.  But so essential are the roots of the 
plant, so important - no other part of the plant can 
exist without them.  

So, let’s look at some types of prayer that we all are 



familiar with.  Let’s start with the classic!



This one is in your house or cabin or at least you 
have likely seen it somewhere before, right?  I like 
to think he is saying his thanks for God giving him 
his daily bread - perhaps, “Come Lord Jesus, be our 
guest”...but a friend once told me that she thought 
he was praying, “Oh dear God, really?  Soup and 
bread again?”



We may pray to ask God for what we think we need.  
God, let me win the lottery so I can quit my job and not 
have to deal with all this hassle!!!



Our Father, who art in Heaven...We may sometimes treat prayer as 
our duty as good Christians.  Before a meal, perhaps, or 
Now I lay me down to sleep before bed or going through 
the motions of the Lord’s Prayer during church yet your 
mind is elsewhere. 



Perhaps we have found ourselves in big trouble by not 
following God’s will for us and now we try to bargain to 
get out of the consequences of our behavior by promising 
God something in exchange for relief from our chosen 
path.  



Even this - a desperation prayer once we have 
exhausted all of our own solutions to try to be in 
control of this world.  A time when we are so weak 
and weary, our faith might be too small to see - only 
the size of a mustard seed - God, are you there???  
Are you even listening???  Why, God???  

The plane starts to go down and even the 
staunchest Atheist aboard might be heard crying 
out, “God, save me”!   Even Jesus - God incarnate -
on the cross cried out, “Father, why have you 
forsaken me?”

Prayers even in the midst of pain, anger, doubt and 



despair  - or maybe even especially within these 
prayers, and prayer itself whether desperate or 
dutiful or selfish or needy...all have the one most 
important thing in common - Prayer is an act of faith 



We, just as Jesus was from the cross facing death, 
talking to God because within us, put there by the 
Almighty God, is the tiny mustard seed of faith that 
somewhere, somehow, HE is listening to you.

This need to pray can only exist within us because 
the Almighty placed this need within us.  

Our need to talk to God, can’t be explained by 
science or reason.  It doesn’t serve any Darwinian 
purpose or evolutionary advantage.  The only way 
the idea of praying exists is because God put the 
need for it within us in the first place.  Only that 
communion with Him in the midst of the turmoil of 



this world can give us the peace that passes all 
human understanding.  In that time, when we 
wonder - is anyone listening?  He is and we are 
closer to him than at any other time because we are 
acting in faith and that is that is the gift that can only 
be given to us by God.
I cannot think of any Darwinian purpose or evolutionary advantage that faith or prayer 
serves?  The only way it can even occur to us to pray is because God put the need 
for Him in our hearts to begin with and only that communion with Him in the midst of 
the turmoil of this world can give us the peace that passes all human understanding, 
because, in that time, when we ask - is he listening?  He is and we are closer to him 
than at any other time.



While I pondered prayer the last few months 
thinking all the time that I was not qualified for this, I 
asked a few people their thoughts on prayer or, 
more specifically, what question do you have about 
prayer?

The first of these questions was: 



Why	do	we	pray?		From	the	bible	we	can	know	certain	
things	about	prayer	-	We pray because God designed 
us to pray.  Just like God created the heavens and 
the Earth, He created in us a need to talk to Him to 
acknowledge His very presence within us. 

Prayer is the way to be in the presence of the 
Almighty and a part of His kingdom while we are 
here on earth.

In the book of John, Jesus said:  You	did	not	choose	
me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	so	that	you	might	
go	and	bear	fruit—fruit	that	will	last—and	so	that	



whatever	you	ask	in	my	name	the	Father	will	give	you.
		
In James it says:   If you need wisdom — if you 
want to know what God wants you to do — 
ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He will 
not resent your asking.

 In Romans: We don’t know what to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us in 
accordance to God’s will



Another	question	was:
14	-	Am I doing it right?  In James it says we are to: 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. (James 1:6).  By praying we are believing so 
all we need to “do it right” is to acknowledge our 
faith in God.  Come to God with faith in Him and ask 
to do his will.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you discern 
it.  God’s truth doesn’t change or morph itself to fit 
into this world, it is the truth or direction that you 
hear clearly over and over again - it’s the voice that 
doesn’t change and doesn’t make excuses because 
truth is steady but lies are shifting.



“Does my prayer mean as much to God because I wasn’t 
raised going to church and I don’t know much about the 
bible?”  Jesus said in Matthew and Mark, YES it 
means even more - we will leave the 99 
sheep to find the one that is lost -- ‘Rejoice 
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell 
you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent.



How do we know God hears us if nothing 
improves. Also known as, why do bad things 
happen to good people?  Of course this topic could 
be talked about for years and is often the question 
we all come to when we are in pain.  For me, 
because I am a human being -- the only time I look 
to God with the most faith is when I am vulnerable 
and in pain.  When I have nothing else to do but fall 
on my knees and say Help me God… 
God doesn’t promise that this world will be 
pain free - actually the opposite is true of this 
world - in 1 John 5 it says:  We know that we 
ourselves are children of God, and we also know 
that the world around us is under the power of the 



evil one.
Many people in the bible called out to God 
during times of pain and His promise is that 
we will be delivered from this world and He is 
always with us. 
In	Psalms:		In	my	distress	I	called	to	the	Lord;
I	cried	to	my	God	for	help.
From	his	temple	he	heard	my	voice;
my	cry	came	before	him,	into	his	ears.	

And,	Jesus	said	in	Matthew:
Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.



Finally, How does God say we should pray?  The 
paper handout I wrote about prayer is written using 
the Lord’s Prayer is the example of how we should 
pray.
Our father who art in heaven
Pray with faith acknowledging that he is God and 
can do anything.
Hallowed by they name
Pray to God by rejoicing in him and praising him.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
Pray for God’s will to happen in our lives
Give us this day our daily bread
Choose faith in God over fear and do not be anxious
Forgive us our trespasses…



Pray that God will improve our relationships and 
give us strength to turn away from sin
Thine is the kingdom
Acknowledge that God is all powerful and that is we 
allow God to be in charge of our lives, we can be a 
part of His heavenly kingdom even while we are 
here on earth.



Tell story of beheaded journalist James Foley
…Jim Foley said:  
I feel you all, especially when I pray.  I pray for you to 
stay strong and believe.  I really feel I can touch you, 
even in this darkness when I pray.

He could and we can, all we need to utter is…”God?”



We call this series - Pray.  Serve.  Share.
The outward profession of ones faith or the “Share” 
part is the flower - that is the beautiful part of the 
plant that is most often shared with others - that is 
the end product of our growth as stewards for God.  
It’s what we give back to God of ourselves, our time 
and our possessions.  Before we can get to the 
point of sharing, however, we need to look at the 
things that support sharing.  

For a plant or flower, that support is the stem.



The part of the plant that serves the flower or holds 
it up is the stem - that part of the plant is doing the 
work - that is service, or what God calls us to do to -
the action we take prior to getting to place of sharing 
willfully and graciously.

The last part of the flower or should I say the first 
step really which is the source of the growth, where 
it gets it’s nutrients is, of course the root of the plant.  
Where do we as Christians find out what actions we 
are called to take and what God wants us to share? 
What is the beginning or source of our growth?  



The roots.  Try as I might, there is not an attractive 
picture of the roots of a flower.  Simply put, it’s a 
clumpy, dirty, twisted mess.  I thought, why can’t I 
talk about the pretty flower or the strong stem 
instead of this crazy looking root?  As the holy spirit 
has a way of doing, this started to strike me as an 
all-important aspect of Faith and Prayer.  The root of 
it all and where we receive our call to do God’s will 
is through prayer - prayer which is the gift we 
receive from God to be able to commune with him 
whenever we call out. Sounds simple, right?   but 
it’s not always that simple and prayer is something 
that many of us grapple and struggle with.   



I kept looking at various images of the roots of the 
plant and the Holy Spirit revealed something 
amazing and important.  (slide) I started to see the 
roots as a thing of beauty after all.



Are the roots Complicated even confusing 
sometime?  Yes.   They aren’t uniform and are so 
twisted around they seem to almost make no sense 
at all.  Are roots, even if the same variety of flower 
the exact same?  No.  Sounds like the similar traits 
of our prayer life, right?  Sometimes long and 
winding, some short little offshoots of something 
bigger, sometimes under the cover of the ground 
and forgotten.  Complex and even full of ugliness or 
dirt sometimes.  But so essential are the roots of the 
plant, so important - no other part of the plant can 
exist without them.  

So, let’s look at some types of prayer that we all are 



familiar with.  Let’s start with the classic!



This one is in your house or cabin or at least you 
have likely seen it somewhere before, right?  I like 
to think he is saying his thanks for God giving him 
his daily bread - perhaps, “Come Lord Jesus, be our 
guest”...but a friend once told me that she thought 
he was praying, “Oh dear God, really?  Soup and 
bread again?”



We may pray to ask God for what we think we need.  
God, let me win the lottery so I can quit my job and not 
have to deal with all this hassle!!!



Our Father, who art in Heaven...We may sometimes treat prayer as 
our duty as good Christians.  Before a meal, perhaps, or 
Now I lay me down to sleep before bed or going through 
the motions of the Lord’s Prayer during church yet your 
mind is elsewhere. 



Perhaps we have found ourselves in big trouble by not 
following God’s will for us and now we try to bargain to 
get out of the consequences of our behavior by promising 
God something in exchange for relief from our chosen 
path.  



Even this - a desperation prayer once we have 
exhausted all of our own solutions to try to be in 
control of this world.  A time when we are so weak 
and weary, our faith might be too small to see - only 
the size of a mustard seed - God, are you there???  
Are you even listening???  Why, God???  

The plane starts to go down and even the 
staunchest Atheist aboard might be heard crying 
out, “God, save me”!   Even Jesus - God incarnate -
on the cross cried out, “Father, why have you 
forsaken me?”

Prayers even in the midst of pain, anger, doubt and 



despair  - or maybe even especially within these 
prayers, and prayer itself whether desperate or 
dutiful or selfish or needy...all have the one most 
important thing in common - Prayer is an act of faith 



We, just as Jesus was from the cross facing death, 
talking to God because within us, put there by the 
Almighty God, is the tiny mustard seed of faith that 
somewhere, somehow, HE is listening to you.

This need to pray can only exist within us because 
the Almighty placed this need within us.  

Our need to talk to God, can’t be explained by 
science or reason.  It doesn’t serve any Darwinian 
purpose or evolutionary advantage.  The only way 
the idea of praying exists is because God put the 
need for it within us in the first place.  Only that 
communion with Him in the midst of the turmoil of 



this world can give us the peace that passes all 
human understanding.  In that time, when we 
wonder - is anyone listening?  He is and we are 
closer to him than at any other time because we are 
acting in faith and that is that is the gift that can only 
be given to us by God.
I cannot think of any Darwinian purpose or evolutionary advantage that faith or prayer 
serves?  The only way it can even occur to us to pray is because God put the need 
for Him in our hearts to begin with and only that communion with Him in the midst of 
the turmoil of this world can give us the peace that passes all human understanding, 
because, in that time, when we ask - is he listening?  He is and we are closer to him 
than at any other time.



While I pondered prayer the last few months 
thinking all the time that I was not qualified for this, I 
asked a few people their thoughts on prayer or, 
more specifically, what question do you have about 
prayer?
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Why	do	we	pray?		From	the	bible	we	can	know	certain	
things	about	prayer	-	We pray because God designed 
us to pray.  Just like God created the heavens and 
the Earth, He created in us a need to talk to Him to 
acknowledge His very presence within us. 

Prayer is the way to be in the presence of the 
Almighty and a part of His kingdom while we are 
here on earth.

In the book of John, Jesus said:  You	did	not	choose	
me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	so	that	you	might	
go	and	bear	fruit—fruit	that	will	last—and	so	that	



whatever	you	ask	in	my	name	the	Father	will	give	you.
		
In James it says:   If you need wisdom — if you 
want to know what God wants you to do — 
ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He will 
not resent your asking.

 In Romans: We don’t know what to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us in 
accordance to God’s will



Another	question	was:
14	-	Am I doing it right?  In James it says we are to: 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. (James 1:6).  By praying we are believing so 
all we need to “do it right” is to acknowledge our 
faith in God.  Come to God with faith in Him and ask 
to do his will.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you discern 
it.  God’s truth doesn’t change or morph itself to fit 
into this world, it is the truth or direction that you 
hear clearly over and over again - it’s the voice that 
doesn’t change and doesn’t make excuses because 
truth is steady but lies are shifting.



“Does my prayer mean as much to God because I wasn’t 
raised going to church and I don’t know much about the 
bible?”  Jesus said in Matthew and Mark, YES it 
means even more - we will leave the 99 
sheep to find the one that is lost -- ‘Rejoice 
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell 
you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent.



How do we know God hears us if nothing 
improves. Also known as, why do bad things 
happen to good people?  Of course this topic could 
be talked about for years and is often the question 
we all come to when we are in pain.  For me, 
because I am a human being -- the only time I look 
to God with the most faith is when I am vulnerable 
and in pain.  When I have nothing else to do but fall 
on my knees and say Help me God… 
God doesn’t promise that this world will be 
pain free - actually the opposite is true of this 
world - in 1 John 5 it says:  We know that we 
ourselves are children of God, and we also know 
that the world around us is under the power of the 



evil one.
Many people in the bible called out to God 
during times of pain and His promise is that 
we will be delivered from this world and He is 
always with us. 
In	Psalms:		In	my	distress	I	called	to	the	Lord;
I	cried	to	my	God	for	help.
From	his	temple	he	heard	my	voice;
my	cry	came	before	him,	into	his	ears.	

And,	Jesus	said	in	Matthew:
Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.



Finally, How does God say we should pray?  The 
paper handout I wrote about prayer is written using 
the Lord’s Prayer is the example of how we should 
pray.
Our father who art in heaven
Pray with faith acknowledging that he is God and 
can do anything.
Hallowed by they name
Pray to God by rejoicing in him and praising him.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
Pray for God’s will to happen in our lives
Give us this day our daily bread
Choose faith in God over fear and do not be anxious
Forgive us our trespasses…



Pray that God will improve our relationships and 
give us strength to turn away from sin
Thine is the kingdom
Acknowledge that God is all powerful and that is we 
allow God to be in charge of our lives, we can be a 
part of His heavenly kingdom even while we are 
here on earth.



Tell story of beheaded journalist James Foley
…Jim Foley said:  
I feel you all, especially when I pray.  I pray for you to 
stay strong and believe.  I really feel I can touch you, 
even in this darkness when I pray.

He could and we can, all we need to utter is…”God?”


